Intr6duction
The Kathmandu Basin (Fig. 1 ) is Nepal's largest intramontane basin in the Lesser Himalaya. The basin fill consists of fluviolacustrine sediments which were deposited after tectonic dam ming of the prebasin drainage took place. Numerous studies have been made in this basin by different scholars in the past decade (GUPTA 1975 , WEST & MUNTHE 1981 and YOSHIDA & IGARASHI 1984 . However, no detailed information is available on its stratigraphic position and vertebrate palaeontology, as the sedimentary history of the Kathmandu Basin is poorly understood. I report here the discovery of Elephas, bovid, cervid, Rhinoceros and suid fossils of early Pleistocene age from the deep valley of the Bagmati River in the southern part of the basin (Fig. 1) . All the localities are new and the stratigraphic position of the section parallels the Karewa deposits of Kashmir Basin and its mammalian taxa. This suite of fossils suggests a close relationship with the upper Siwalik Pinjor faunas (upper Villafranchian, lower Pleistoce ne) (OPDYKE et al. 1982 , NANDA 1976 .
Geologic setting of the Basin and its surroundings
The Kathmandu Basin is surrounded by metasediments and crystallines of the Kathmandu Complex which occupies the large core of the synclinorium a part of the Mahabharat syncli norium (STOCKLIN & BHATTARAI 1977) . To the north of the basin the outcrops are schists, migmatites and gneisses and to the east, west and south are phyllites, slates, metasandstones,
